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The Republican Women of Yoakum
“ To promote Republican philosophy in the surrounding area”
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As the new year begins, I am always filled with hope and 
optimism.  I’m especially optimistic and enthusiastic about 
the year ahead for our club after the first Executive Board 
meeting, held January 24, 2007.  In this meeting, the 
following goals were set for our club that I feel are attain-
able and will be beneficial to our membership.

2007 Goals
1. Produce a quarterly newsletter
2. Increase membership by 10% over 2006
3. Establish a Yoakum High School Republican Club
4. Create a club logo
5. Produce a club brochure
6. Publish a club cookbook

And, as the New Year begins, I would like to share a 
definition of “Excellence” (author unknown) that has been 
a long-time favorite of mine.  The definition goes like this:

“Excellence is the result of caring more 
than  others think is wise, 

Risking more than others think is safe,
  Dreaming more than others think is practical, and

 Expecting more than others think is possible.”

My personal goal is to perpetuate this concept of excel-
lence for our club as we move through this year, and I 
hope that our membership will also adopt this attitude. 
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Zubie Walters was fittingly elected the club’s first Hon-
orary Member at the March 7th meeting.  

She has been a faithful, long-time member of the 
Republican Women of Yoakum since its inception in 
1966.   Zubie was a “pioneer” and conveyed courage 
on the political front by publicly promoting the Republi-
can philosophy in this (at the time)  Democrat majority 
area.  

Zubie will be recognized at the April 4th meeting.  
Please join us in recognizing and thanking Zubie for 
her efforts for the Republican Party in this area.  

Editor:  Lori Devereaux
Managing Editor:  Dori Wyatt

May 12, 2007
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May 2, 2007 Business Meeting/Tea Party
On May 2, we will have a business meeting with no program.  The Executive Board will provide the food and all you 
have to do is bring your favorite china plate and tea cup/saucer.  Yes, we are going to have a Tea Party!  Be prepared 
to tell a story of your new or old tea cup.  Maybe it belonged to your grandmother, or perhaps you bought it last year on 
sale at Target.  Please mark your calendar for this 2nd annual fun event!  See you there!

Membership Drive

An organization is only as strong as its members.   Membership in any organization means taking an integral, active role 
in that organization.  It means taking responsibility for attending the meetings and supporting and carrying forth the goals 
and activities of the organization.  It also means inviting new members to join to insure the work of that organization 
continues.  I believe we have those qualities in all of the members of the Republican Women of Yoakum.  We have 
excellent officers who work to provide quality programs and conduct the meetings in an efficient and orderly manner.  
Each member takes part in activities that enable the club to continue bringing quality speakers to help educate the 
members and guests about the goals of the Republican Party and its candidates.   

With your continued support, the Republican Women of Yoakum will remain a strong political voice in our community for 
many years to come.  

As chairman of the committee for membership, I encourage each member to invite your friends 
and neighbors to attend the meetings.  If you are hesitant to talk to someone, please give me their 
name and phone number and I will be glad to give them a call.  

Frances Pohl
361-798-3658
E-mail: francesp@techisp.com 

April 4, 2007 Meeting/Program
John Trott, president of Hochheim Prairie Insurance, will be the guest speaker at the Republican Women’s April 4th 
meeting.  Mr. Trott travels to Washington D.C. periodically to visit with our Texas senators and representatives to discuss 
the legislation that impacts the insurance industry in Texas.    His presentation at our April meeting will not only address 
those issues, but will also address current events that are of interest to the community.  Mr. Trott’s presentation should 
prove to be most informative.  

Please plan to attend and don’t forget to invite a guest.  A complimentary buffet style meal for all members and guests 
is served promptly at 11:45 a.m. For additional information, please call Dori Wyatt at 293-2869 or Cheryl Trott at 
293-5346.  
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Public servants say, always with the best of intentions, "What greater service we 
could render if only we had a little more money and a little more power." But the 
truth is that outside of its legitimate function, government does nothing as well or 

as economically as the private sector.           Ronald Reagan
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The Cookbook Committee is working to produce a cookbook 
we can all be proud to own and sell.    WE NEED YOUR 
FAVORITE RECIPES.  The deadline for submitting recipes 
will be April 4th.  Jo Nell Miears is the collection point for 
recipes.  We ask that you follow the guidelines below when 
submitting your recipes:
1. One recipe per page
2. Typed or clearly written
3. Please include your name on each recipe.
4. If your recipe(s) comes with a special story, 
 please share a a short version.
5. If your recipe is to be included in the “Special Diet” 
 section (diabetic or low-carb), please note on recipe.

This project will be an excellent fundraising project.  The 
Cookbooks will be sold for $15 with a net profit of a minimum 
of $11/book.  These cookbooks will be ready for sale at 
the October meeting, just in time to start buying up for 
Christmas presents.    

For more information, please call Jo Nell Miears at 293-3034 
or email Dori Wyatt at critterhill@dewittec.net.

Greeting Card Project

"Grateful for the many blessings he had received, entertainer Danny Thomas founded St. Jude Children©s Research 
Hospital in 1962.  Treatment at the Memphis hospital, Thomas decreed, would be rendered without regard to a family©s 
ability to pay.  Today, his work is carried on by his daughter, actress Marlo Thomas, and her siblings.  St. Jude has 
become world-renowned for the study and treatment of catastrophic illnesses in children, focusing on pediatric 
leukemia, solid-tumor cancers, infectious diseases, and biomedical research.

"Over 30 years ago, wishing to show donors appreciation for making St. Jude©s Ranch for Children possible, the idea 
was conceived for turning the previous year©s Christmas Cards into "new" cards for the coming season.  The recipients 
were so delighted with their unique "thank you," they requested the children sell them the special cards.  And so, the St. 
Jude©s Card Recycling Program was born.
 
Today, St. Jude©s has expanded the program to include all occasion greeting 
cards...just about anything that starts with a used greeting front.
 
People from all over the world send their used card fronts.  The children precision cut 
the card fronts and glue them to pre-printed card stock.  They receive fifteen cents per 
each acceptable card they make which is divided between their savings and college 
fund, their cottage fund for special group outings, and to provide the kids with extra 
pocket money."
 
The Republican Women of Yoakum adopted this project in 2005 with Leta Wright designated as the "Used Greeting 
Card" chair, phone number 361-594-3985.  Used cards (the more unique the better) can be brought to the monthly RW 
meetings or dropped off throughout the year on weekdays during regular office hours at Hochheim Prairie Insurance at 
500 South US Hwy 77A, attention Evelyn Miculka.
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From the desk of 

Daryl Fowler, DeWitt County Republican Chairman  
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When Dori asked if I would contribute something to your newsletter, I had no idea what was on her mind, much less my 
mind at the time.  A person may have plenty to say, but penning thoughts down doesn’t come easy. 

For two decades, I’ve been a salesman. Many in this occupation use motivational tapes to help them stay focused and 
make their traveling time productive.

Much of what passes for motivational speaking is the mantra of social scientists promoting a humanistic view of man in 
control of his own destiny. Much of the indoctrination goes like this: “If it feels good, do it!” and “What the mind can 
conceive and believe, it can achieve!” Although they may sound harmless, these themes can be attacks on (or 
confirmations of) your belief system. 

Do you believe it to be your duty to direct the destiny of others? Do you believe that your fellow man needs a hand out 
or a hand up? Does government do enough to equalize the economic benefits of productivity? Or does government get 
in the way? 

Two of our 20th century presidents epitomized each of the above contrasts. Each fought for what he believed in and to 
their respective credits, each will be remembered through history as the icon for their political belief system.

Of course, I’m talking about FDR and Ronald Reagan. FDR believed in the Welfare State – in which government should 
and must guarantee social and economic security for all. Reagan believed that Government had grown so big that even 
the survival of American sovereignty was at stake. As Reagan saw it, Government was the problem that threatened our 
economy and personal freedom. He fought to rein it in.

This debate is the heart of our two-party political system. Since our Republican leaders have been spending like liberals 
over the last several years it’s hard to differentiate between the two on money matters. The 2008 Presidential Election 
will be a time for choosing the America our children will inherit. Will it be Reagan’s America? Or will it be the fulfillment 
of FDR’s? 

You can read more about Roosevelt’s or Reagan’s America through the eyes of political science professor, John Marini, 
University of Nevada, Reno. If you can, please visit the web site of Hillsdale College (www.hillsdale.edu) and read the 
March 2007 online issue of the Imprimis newsletter. Or, if you prefer, you can call the college at 800-437-2268 and ask 
to get on their FREE newsletter mailing list. Be sure to tell them that Paul Harvey sent you. You’ll be glad you did. 
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Don’t forget to vote on Saturday, May 12, 2007.

Registered voters in DeWitt and Lavaca counties have the opportunity to vote for or 
against a Constitutional Amendment that will read something like:

“The constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to provide for a reduc-
tion of the limitation on the total amount of ad valorem taxes that may be imposed 
for public school purposes on the residence homesteads of the elderly or disabled 
to reflect any reduction in the rate of those taxes for the 2006 and 2007 tax years.”

Lavaca County registered voters will also have the opportunity to vote for or against a 
Special Bond Election that will read as follows:

“The issuance of general obligation bonds not to exceed $3,000,000 to pay for the 
construction and equipping of a county courthouse annex and for acquisition of a 
site therefor.”

Take the time to exercise your right to vote.
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A Review of First Quarter Programs
February 7, 2007
Vicki Pattillo, 25th Judicial District Attorney, was the speaker.  She outlined the multitude 
of areas addressed by her office including investigations and prosecutions of various 
charges and offenses.  Her office conducts Police Officer Trainings for the counties she 
represents, Lavaca, Gonzales, and Guadalupe.     

Membership committee member Leta Wright did an outstanding job inviting guests to 
the program from the Shiner area.  Almost 50 members and guests attended this 
program.  

Senate District 18 TFRW District Director Brenda McCullough was a special guest.  

Prior to Ms. Pattillo’s presentation, Lavaca County Judge Leck presented her with a 
framed picture of the Lavaca County Courthouse for appreciation of the job she is doing.  

Hostesses Cheryl Trott, Frances Pohl, and Cookie Crandall provided a beautiful salad buffet for all to enjoy.

March 7, 2007
The Republican Women of Yoakum met on Wednesday, March 7, 2007 at 
11:45 at the Hochheim Prairie Insurance Office Education Room. Judge 
Ronnie Leck was the keynote speaker addressing the Lavaca County 
Courthouse and Annex issue.  The present condition of the courthouse is 
documented in a brochure that can be mailed to you upon request from 
Judge Leck’s office at 361-798-2301. Judge Leck has personally toured the 
Lavaca County storage facilities where legal documents are currently being 
stored due to lack of space at the courthouse.  The storage facilities consist 
of an old train boxcar, low quality metal building, and a rented downtown 
office space. Judge Leck reported that the possibility of documents being 
compromised by weather, mold, etc. is highly likely since the storage facili-
ties are sub-standard. The over-crowding of the courthouse as well as 
limited available space in areas outside of the Hallettsville flood zone are 
factors that must be considered by voters in the upcoming bond election. 
Safekeeping documents and providing adequate facilities for county business is the responsibility of county officials. 
Birth, military, marriage, ancestry, land, and other historical documents must be stored correctly as well as available for 
research. The lack of meeting/training spaces as well as limited courtroom areas are key factors for consideration as 
well.  The construction of the Lavaca County Annex would be funded with a $3 million bond if passed by the voters on 
May 12th and with $600,000 from the Lavaca County budget with limited repercussions to the taxpayers.  Lavaca County 
Commissioner Dennis Kocian was present to address questions from the audience.

Our gracious hostesses for this meeting/program were Jo Nell Miears, Doris Weiser and Doris Hardin.

Pictured left to right are Brenda McCoullough, Dist. 
18 Director; Vicki Pattillo, 25th Judicial District Attor-

ney; and Dori Wyatt, First Vice President
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Our club received an invitation from  The Yoakum Heritage 
Museum to attend a Tea Luncheon and Vintage Hat Style 
Show on Saturday, April 21, 2007.  The 
luncheon will be from noon – 1:30 pm on 
the grounds of the museum.  Tickets  for 
the luncheon are $10 each and must be 
purchased by April 6th from the Yoakum 
Chamber of Commerce, the museum, 
or Faulkner’s Cleaners.  

ANNUAL LUNCHEON FUNDRAISER

A Friends of the Library luncheon will be held on April 
2nd beginning at noon in the Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church Banquet Hall.  The speaker will be Gary Hall, 
author of Murder and Malice:  Crimes of Passion from 
Victoria County, Tex (1891-1913).  Tickets are $8 
and may be purchased at the Carl and Mary Wel-
hausen Library (361-293-5001) or from a member of 
the Friends of the Library.  
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Judge Ronnie Leck (left) and 
Lavaca County Commissioner Dennis Kocian (right)



MARK YOUR 2007 CALENDARS!

Listed below are the meeting/program/Christmas Party Dates for the year.  

2007 Schedule

January.............................No Meeting
February 7........................Vickie Patillo – 25th Judicial District Attorney
March 7.............................Ronnie Leck – Lavaca County Judge
April 4................................John Trott – Hochheim Prairie Insurance
May 2.................................Business Meeting and “ Tea Party”
June..................................No Meeting
July....................................No Meeting
August 1...........................Program to be announced
September 5.....................Program to be announced 
October 3..........................Program to be announced
November 7......................Business Meeting – Election of 2008 officers
December 5......................Christmas Party

2007 COMMITTEES 

Telephone............Aileen Boening and Jo Nell Miears (co-chairs)

Program...............Dori Wyatt (chair), Vickie Jones, Judy Rosentreter

Membership.........Frances Pohl, (chair), Dolores Sengelmann, Louise Witte, 
  Leta Wright

Hospitality...........Helen Manning (chair), Aileen Boening, 
   Judy Rosentreter, Doris Weiser

Cookbook............Dori Wyatt (chair), Melba Bucek, Brenda Westmoreland,
  Evelyn Miculka, Jo Nell Miears, Carol Barre

Greeting Card......Leta Wright

Phone Card..........Michelle Michaelsen
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If you would like to recommend a program speaker, please contact a member of
the Program Committee.  (Dori Wyatt 293-2869; Vickie Jones  293-9772; 

Judy Rosentreter 293-6085



Club Members
Carol Barre
Aileen Boening
Betty Borchers
Melba Bucek
Cookie Crandall
Marie Day
Tracey Gearson
Doris Hardin
Margaret Hermes
Joy Janak
Vickie Jones
Mary Agnes Kuester
Mara Beth Kveton
Patty Mabry
Helen Manning
Mary Ann Mertz
Michelle Michaelsen
Evelyn Miculka
Jo Nell Miears
Frances Pohl

2007 Members
(as of 3/4/07)

Gayle East
Daryl Fowler
Al Janak
Pat Kveton
Dr. Tom Mabry
Norman Manning
Brenda McCullough
Vincent Michaelsen
James Pohl
Ben Rosentreter
Dennis Rowan
Philip Schlageter
Don Sollock
John Trott
Borah Van Dormolen
Gray Westmoreland
Jim Witte
Allan Wyatt
Earl Wyatt

Judy Rosentreter
Patricia Schlageter
Dolores Sengelmann
Barbara Sollock
Cheryl Trott
Zubie Walters
Doris Weiser
Dee Wells
Brenda Westmoreland
Louise Witte
Leta Wright
Darlene Wyatt
Dori Wyatt

Associate Members
Dr. Louis Boening
Otto Borchers
Dr. William Crandall
Lori Devereaux

We hope you have enjoyed receiving and reading our first Republican of Women newsletter.  

If you would like to submit an article for the 2nd quarter newsletter, please submit to Dori Wyatt (293-2869, 
critterhill@dewittec.net)  or Lori Devereaux (293-1005, lorid@hpfm.com) no later than June 15, 2007.  We want and 
need your participation to make this newsletter a source of information.  

$ %%�&� � � �$ %%�&� � � �$ %%�&� � � �$ %%�&� � � �
President------------------------------------Cheryl Trott
1st Vice President--------------------------Dori Wyatt
2nd Vice President---------------------Frances Pohl
Secretary-------------------------------Cookie Crandall
Treasurer--------------------------------Evelyn Miculka
Reporter--------------------------Michelle Michaelsen
---------------------------assisted by Tracey Gearson
Chaplain-------------------------------------Doris Hardin
Parliamentarian----------------------Barbara Sollock
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Standing in the middle of the road is very 

dangerous; you get knocked down by the traffic 

from both sides. ---M
argaret Thatcher
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