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5th Edition 2008

The Republican Women of Yoakum

“To promote Republican philosophy in the surroundin
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In his book, The Fifth Discipline, Peter
Senge wrote, “Most of the outstanding
leaders | have worked with are neither
tall nor especially handsome; they are
often mediocre public speakers; they do not
stand out in a crowd; they do not mesmerize an attending
audience with their brilliance or eloquence. Rather, what
distinguishes them is their clarity and the persuasiveness of
their ideas, the depth of their commitment, and their open-
ness to continually learning more.”

One of the goals of our club this year is to develop and
encourage leadership within the organization. True, some
people are born leaders where they find that being in a
leadership role is a comfortable and easy one. However,
for those who think they are not capable leaders, leadership
is a trait that can be cultivated and acquired through training
as long as you have the dedication and desire to learn. And
once leadership is developed, it needs to be encouraged by
engaging new leaders in the decision-making process.
This is reinforced by Dr. Robert M. Gates, the current
Secretary of Defense, who stated in his first message to the
Department of Defense Personnel: “l have learned some-
thing important over the years...leaders come and go, but
professionals endure long after the appointees are gone.
The key to successful leadership, in my view, is to involve
in the decision making process, early and often, those who
ultimately must carry out the decisions.”
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Even if you are not currently serving in some kind of
leadership role, you can influence those around you by
your habits, words, attitude and personal
standards...remember, we never know who is watching
us and the unspoken influence we might have on others.
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A Review of Programs & Activities

February 6, 2008 Meeting

Both Mary Frances Regenbrecht and James Pohl bring Texas A&M engineering de-
grees and a wealth of research to the table for discussion regarding the water district
issue. A common myth around our area is that there is not a threat to our water supply.
Unfortunately, that is not true. Not only is San Antonio looking for alternative water
sources but also other major Texas cities. According to Mary Frances, “water is the one
natural resource that we (all) cannot live without.” Fortunately, there is ample water, but
the water is not in the right location according to population.

_ The state of Texas is looking for a water policy that is fair to both rural and urban
populations. According to James Pohl, the ground water district is the only option on
James Pohl and Mary Frances Regenbredite table offering protection against SAWS and water marketers. Mr. Pohl pointed out
all of the major objections to a Ground Water District (GWD), including some of his own

from six years ago when he voted against the GWD. The problem now is that local control may be lost completely if the

GWD is not created in the next election. The choice before Lavaca County: set up a water district elected by the county

with county control OR the State of Texas will do it without local control and input.

Rest assured, meters will not be placed on all wells. According to state policy (state policy is that domestic wells
pumping less than 25,000 gallons/day will not require permits or meters), meters will only be placed on wells with water
for sale or transport. So, local farmers and ranchers do not need to be concerned about that issue, yet. If approved,
the local district would draft rules and regulations requiring wells pumping water for sale or transport to have meters.
Best advice: stay involved with this issue as well as informed. Both Mary Frances Regenbrecht and James Pohl
concluded that the GWD is the best option available to Lavaca County Residents.

Mary Agnes Kuester Recognized as
Honorary Member

The Republican Women of Yoakum recently elected
Mary Agnes Kuester as an Honorary Member of the club.
She holds the distinction of being the second club mem-
ber to receive this honor and was recognized at the first
meeting of the year on February 6th. Mary Agnes was
a pioneer in the development of Republican politics in the
area and helped with the inception of the club in 1966,
becoming a proud charter member. Since that time, she
has worked tirelessly to promote core Republican Values
in DeWitt and Lavaca Counties. This Honorary Member
has faithfully served in many capacities of the club, in-
cluding that of club president. Notable work also included
working with the first primary election in this area and
taking the local precinct box to Hallettsville after elections

for many years. Through her enthusiastic leadership and T AT (ORS00 el ) ety iy s sl 20 s

diligent hard work these past 40 years, Mary Agnes Mike Reinhardt (son-in-law), Shannon Reinhardt @tater),
Kuester has madg an impact on the club as well as the Ann Kuester (daughter-in-law), Stan Kuester (son),
Republican Party in this area. and husband Ernest Kuester.
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March 5, 2008 Meeting

Do Texans really have their 2 Amendment Rights intact? That is debatable. “In
1868, a Jim Crow statute intended to prevent recently freed slaves from revenge
killings made it illegal for Texans to carry a handgun on or about their person”,
stated Mike Cox at the March 5th meeting of the Republican Women of Yoakum.

The defenses against prosecution were for persons “traveling”, as it has been
interpreted by the courts meaning going away from one’s domicile or residence for
an extended trip of some kind, or for persons traveling to and from target practice.
The problem was that travel was not well defined by the law and interpretations
varied between jurisdictions.

Muddy interpretations of the law in regards to “traveling” have landed some gun
owners in jail charged with unlawful carrying of a weapon (UCW). Several attempts
were made by legislatures to define travel and allow Texans to carry a handgun in
their vehicles. Cox went on to say, “Some rogue DA's forgot their role in our system
and continued to charge anyone found in possession of a handgun with UCW even
after legislatures made it legal to carry.” “Travelers” may need to beware. Likewise,
Mr. Cox iterated, “concealed means concealed, cannot show or verbally reveal
weapon.”

Michael Cox delivers program

The State of Texas has made three attempts to give the right to carry a handgun, 10 RW of Yoakum

according to Mr. Cox who works with the NRA defending the 2" Amendment as it

was originally written. Currently, Texas Law expands the 1868 law to include the use of deadly force to defend oneself
without retreat in one’s home, car, and workplace. It is legal to carry a handgun in your vehicle or to and from your
vehicle as long as: 1. Itis concealed, 2. You are not engaged in an illegal act- other than a class 3 traffic offense, 3. You
are not on the gang banger database, and 4. You are not prohibited from owning a gun by law.”

The “Castle Doctrine” once stated that all measures of self-defense be exhausted before a homeowner could fight back
against an intruder. As of September 1, 2007, the criminal must retreat. The NRA and other 2nd Amendment supporters
worked diligently to change the law to “allow reasonable use of lethal force if an intruder is: committing or attempting to
commit certain violent acts such as murder or sexual assault, unlawfully entering a protected place, and/or unlawfully
trying to remove a person from a protected place.”(Reuters 2007) Under Chapter 9 of the Penal Code, a person is
justified in using force to repel an unjust aggressor to protect himself against another’s use or attempted use of unlawful
force. The person must reasonably believe that deadly force is immediately necessary to protect himself.

Though the law may seem clear in regards to carrying, interpretations vary. State parks and some businesses as well
as other restricted zones clearly forbid the carrying of guns. Thus, the liability of a business owner prohibiting the
carrying of guns changes in regards to the safety of business patrons. “That business then becomes liable for the safety
of patrons,” stated Mike Cox.

The battle to protect citizens’ rights to carry firearms is ongoing. Laws with the intent to outlaw poaching restricted all
rights to carry in National Parks. Unfortunately, the crime rate in National Parks has risen dramatically thus keeping
some Americans from vacationing in our Nation’s most beautiful locations. Why would Americans vacation someplace
under no obligation to protect us yet outlawing self-preservation measures common to normal “travelers”? Voters should
be aware of long lasting consequences of what may seem to be legitimate gun restrictions which in fact are limitations
to our Constitutional Rights.
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April 2, 2008 Meeting
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Pam Lathrop, Lavaca County Chief Appraiser, delivered an informative
overview of the appraisal system. Lathrop stated, “There are four phases
to the tax calendar, including the appraisal of properties, sending of tax
notices, collection time, and protesting and certification time.”

Lavaca County is responsible for valuing and appraising over 55,000
parcels of property. There are three different boards that the appraisal
office works with, including the appraisal board which overviews adminis-
tration, the appraisal review board, and the agriculture advisory board.

County appraisals are critical to the valuation of city and school taxes
which fiscally impact the quality of the education system as well as city
maintenance standards. The Lavaca County Appraisal District is held
accountable by the State of Texas for adequate tax valuations and ap-
praisals.

Pam Lathrop, Lavaca County Chief Appraiser

Property owners are encouraged to evaluate notices on each property owned for accuracy of information and the correct
reporting of exemptions. There are several House Bills affecting tax payers including: 1010 appraising to county line,
1022 business vehicle exemptions, 438 home site land and property improvements, and 3630 home equity loans and
agriculture exemption status. The State of Texas website provides detailed information regarding all House Bills at
www.texasonline.state.tx.us. Research laws, codes, and House Bills.

Attention Lavaca County Residents

Do not forget to vote on the
Ground Water Conservation District
Saturday, May 10, 2008

Check out www.Lavacagcd.org.

It is not official as the district will not be appr oved or voted
down until May 10, 2008.

However, check it out for informational purposes.
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Directions to Blue House Flower Farm:

From the Dairy Queen, take Hwy 111
towards Hochheim. Proceed approxi-
62# & mately 2 miles. Just past two brick houses
on the left and just before a bridge, take a
right onto Dagg Road. Dagg Road has 90
degree curves. Blue House Flower Farm
is located on the 4th curve on the right or
8 about 1.6 miles from Hvxlll. A
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June 4 — Bush Library Field Trip

Members and guests who love history will want to be a part of our June 4 field trip to the George Bush Library in College
Station.

The library and museum is a 21,000 square foot state-of-the-art facility dedicated to the preservation, research, and
exhibition of official records, personal papers, and memorabilia of George H. W. Bush. The museum recently completed
an $8.3 million renovation to the main exhibit on the life of George Bush. With the renovation the museum, video content
was increased 10-fold and the latest in touch screen and interactive technology was implemented. The museum also
features state-of-the-art audio guides featuring the voices of George and Barbara Bush as well as their Daughter Doro
Bush Koch.

So mark your calendars for June 4 and join us for a day filled with fun and learning!

The itinerary will be as follows:

Meet at the Methodist Church Parking lot at 8:00 a.m.

Depart (private cars will provide transportation) at 8:30 a.m.
Eat lunch at The Olive Garden upon arriving at College Station.
Spend 4 hours at the museum.

o kr wbnpE

Depart for home at 4:00 p.m.

Expenditures will include the cost of lunch and your ticket to the library ($9-$10). Transportation will be provided by
volunteers, so any donation to help your driver with the cost of gasoline would be appreciated.

If you would like to attend, please contact Dori Wyatt at 293-2869 or by email at critterhill@dewittec.net, no later than
Monday, June 2, 2008. If you can provide transportation, please contact Dori.

For more information about the library, visit theetwsite at http://bushlibrary.tamu.edu.
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The Republican Women of Yoakum are coordinating two Concealed Handgun License
Training Classes. Both classes will be taught by DPS certified instructor, Julie Hahn.

Dates:  Saturday, June 28, 2008 or Saturday, July 12, 2008
Time: 8:00 am start time to end 10-12 hours later (# of students impact length of class)

Place: Classroom part will be held in the Education Room of Hochheim Prairie Insurance (500 South US
Hwy 77A in Yoakum). The shooting range test (proficiency) will be held near Sweet Home before or
after the classroom part of the course. It is cooler in the morning or late evening, so attendees
determine when they want to shoot.

Cost: $100 for the class enrollment
$140 to accompany application to state
Miscellaneous charges include having 2 - 2"x2" passport pictures taken, as well as
2 fingerprint cards to accompany license application and 3 notarized affidavits.

Regular short breaks will be given during the day. Coffee and tea will be provided //""' ) ™~
by the Republican Women of Yoakum, however, please bring your lunch/food for I )

the day . e

In order to take the class, you do not have to own a pistol. You will, however, need
to “borrow” a gun, .380 or bigger, and provide a minimum of 50 rounds to qualify.
Julie recommends that you qualify with a semi-automatic vs a revolver. A license
for a semi-automatic allows you to carry both types of weapons. However, a |
non-semiautomatic (revolver) license doesn’t let you carry a semi-automatic. ' )

If you would like to sign up for this class, please contact Dori Wyatt at 293-2869 or AN
email at critterhill@dewittec.net. If you have any questions specific to content of the —
class, please contact Julie Hahn at 741-2327 or 550-7628 (cell). T~ "

1 Always keep the muzzle pointed in a safe dioecti
2 Firearms should be unloaded when not actualiysen
3  Don'trely on your gun's safety. Inflation is as violent as a
4  Be sure of your target and what's beyond it. mugger, as frightening as a
5 U i armed robber and as deadl|
se proper ammunl |(?n. . | as a hit man.
6 If your gun fails to fire when the trigger is fad,
handle W|th care. Rona|d Reagan
7 Always wear eye and ear protection when shooting.

8 Be sure the barrel is clear of obstructions keestrooting.
9 Don't alter or modify your gun and have it seedacegularly]

10 Learn the mechanical and handling charactesisticthe
firearm you are using.
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DeWitt County Republican Chairman

The precinct and county conventions are where the heart of the grassroots political process resides.
The precinct conventions took place on the evening of the primary election. Our county convention

took place on March 29t and | would like to share some observations from that event.

Five of our eleven DeWitt County precincts conducted precinct conventions and sent delegations to
the county convention. Nineteen of the nominated delegates were present, as well as some alternate delegates and
guests. This attendance level was an improvement over attendance at the 2006 convention.

The two major items of business at the county convention are the election of delegates to the state convention and the
adoption of resolutions which we hope will find their way into the Republican Party of Texas platform. The platform
document is what defines our Party. It is an indication of what we believe and a roadmap for our elected representatives
to follow in developing policy and legislation. However, it should not be misinterpreted to usurp the US Constitution or
the Bill of Rights.

More than 20 resolutions were presented for adoption. Two of them failed. Those that survived are consistent with
current Republican platform planks and illustrate the strong concerns people have for our national security and personal
liberty, including a right to bear arms. There was a strong sentiment for revoking the policy of “birthright citizenship” which
is currently granted with welfare benefits to the children of illegal aliens (including potential terrorists). We also reiterated
our support for the protection of innocent life by opposing the destruction of human embryos for medical research.

We passed a resolution seeking permanent status for the Special Agricultural Use Exemption which allows for productive
land to be taxed at less than market value. Although this exemption has been in the Texas Constitution since 1966, the
language creating it allows for the legislature to revoke it if (certain, unnamed) conditions exist. In contrast, the recent
“tax-freeze” legislation written into the Texas Constitution is permanent - and can never be revoked - once it is adopted
at a local level. Of special note, a resolution urging the legislature to refrain from passing more age-discriminatory tax
laws failed, even though the current platform opposes age discrimination. (I guess, it depends upon whose ox is being
gored.)

A resolution seeking modification of the refund feature of the Texas Sales and Use Tax for small counties that can
demonstrate financial necessity was also passed.

Everyone agreed that elected officials should not be exempt from the laws they pass or the taxes they impose upon
others and adopted a resolution stating so. Overall, the convention was a success. Five delegates and five alternates
have been selected to go to the state convention in Houston in June. I'm sure I'll have something to report about that
event at a later date.

Until then, | remain your “Proud to Be American” county chairman.

The Republican Women of Yoakum meet on the first We  dnesday of the month at the Hochheim Prairie In-
surance Building on U.S. Highway 77A in Yoakum. Ar  ea guests are welcome. Lunch is provided for all
members and guests and is served promptly at 11:45 a.m. The program, beginning at 12:10 p.m., is fol-
lowed by a question and answer session. The meetin g adjourns by 1:00 p.m. For additional information ,
please call Dori Wyatt at 293-2869 or Cheryl Trott  at 293-5346.
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is currently in the process of implementing the ‘fﬂa
National Animal Identification System (NAIS) throughout the United States. NAIS is designed @i '
to identify all livestock animals and poultry and track their movements. When the program is

fully implemented, the USDA claims that the NAIS will be able to identify all premises on which $a
animals and poultry are located, and all animals that have had contact with a disease of e
concern, within 48 hours of discovery. '

s

-
The USDA recently described NAIS as “one of the largest
systematic changes ever faced by the livestock industry.” NAIS will create a
massive government bureaucracy. Congress has already spent over $84 million
on NAIS. Despite the scope of the proposed program, the government has not
conducted any scientific studies or epidemiological models to analyze the design
or effectiveness of the NAIS, nor has the agency performed a cost-benefit analysis.
Rather, the USDA has relied on generalized statements that NAIS is necessary to
protect the United States against an outbreak of animal disease and that it will help
the export market. NAIS will not make food safer since many food borne illnesses,
such as e-coli and salmonella, are due to food processing and handling, not live
animals. It will, however, raise the cost of food since tagging and tracking costs
will be passed on to consumers.

Write your Senator and ask him/her to remove Section 10305 from the Farm Bill because it implies approval of the
USDA'’s implementation of NAIS. NAIS will unfairly impact small farmers and individuals. NAIS will impact all animal
owners as each animal will be micro chipped, radio tagged or otherwise physically tagged. Any animal moved, sold or
relocated must be reported. Fines and criminal penalties may be imposed and your local Sheriff's department will be
required to enforce the program.

The Farm and Ranch Freedom Alliance (FARFA) is an advocate for the many thousands of independent farmers,
ranchers, livestock owners, and homesteaders in this country. For too long, our elected officials have listened to the
huge industrial-agriculture companies and made the laws and regulations to benefit them. Independent farmers and
ranchers were forgotten or, worse, targeted for more burdensome regulations. FARFA is working at both the state and
national levels to stop the National Animal Identification System and protect independent agriculture. FARFA is funded
by individual membership dues and donations.

For more information about FARFA and to learn more about NAIS and how it will impact }

independent farmers and ranchers, visit the web site at www.farmandranchfreedom.org or call i 4

toll free to 866-687-6452. & | 4
Yy g

Submitted By Mary Lee Berger
Hallettsville, TX

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Schedule of Events - 2008

Tea Party for members & invited guests
Educational Field Trip — Bush Library
No meeting
August 6 Guest Speaker — Tom Kelley
September 3 Program to be announced
October 1 Program to be announced
November 5 Business meeting and election of 2009 officers
December 3 Christmas Party
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REPUBLICAN WOMEN OF YOAKUM 2008
EXECUTIVE BOARD

President Cheryl Trott.........ccceenn. 293-5346
507 Coke St., Yoakum 77995

1%t Vice Pres. (Program Chair) Dori Wyatt...................... 293-2869 (h)  772-4824 (cell)
275 CR 404, Yoakum 77995
2"d Vice Pres. (Mbrship Chair) Frances Pohl................. 798-3658

19239 FM 531, Hallettsville 77964

Secretary Cookie Crandall............. 798-3299
251 FM 318, Hallettsville 77964

Treasurer Evelyn Miculka.............. 293-6086 (h) 293-1053 (b)
502 Green St., Yoakum 77995

Reporter Michelle Michaelsen...... 594-8210
110 N. Avenue F, Shiner 77984

Hospitality Chair Helen Manning.............. 293-5420
388 US Hwy. 77-A, N., Yoakum 77995

Parliamentarian Barbara Sollock............. 293-3305
9938 CR 400, Yoakum 77995

Chaplain Doris Hardin.................. 293-5642
453 Green Cemetery Rd., Cuero 77954

Club Historian Frances Pohl................. 798-3658
19238 FM 531, Hallettsville 77964

Telephone Committee Jo Nell Miears................ 293-3034 Aileen Boening.............. 293-5224
205 Highland, Yoakum 77995 P. O. Box 429, Yoakum 77995

% Sk Sk ok ok ok ok ok ok ok k ok ok k k ke sk ok ok ok ok ki k ke ke ke ke ke ok ok ok ok ke ke ok ok
COMMITTEES

Program Dori Wyatt, Chair ......... 293-2869 772-4824 (cell)
Vickie Jones ............... 293-9772
Judy Rosentreter........... 293-6085
Membership Frances Pohl, Chair ..... 798-3658 Louise Witte................... 293-5426
Dolores Sengelmann.....293-3114 Debbie Hopper ............. 596-7044
Leta Wright .................. 594-3985
Hospitality Helen Manning, Chair ..293-5420 Aileen Boening ............ 293-5224
Judy Rosentreter ......... 293-6085 Doris Weiser ................ 293-2058
Telephone Aileen Boening, Co-chair ........c..ccc........ 293-5224
Jo Nell Miears, Co-chair ..........cccveeeeeenn. 293-3034
Campaign Activities Cheryl Trott, Chair ....... 293-5346
Newsletter Dori Wyatt, Chair ......... 293-2869
Lori Devereaux ............ 293-7135 (h); 293-1005 (b)
Evelyn Miculka.............. 293-6086 (h) 293-1053 (b)
Cheryl Trott ..., 293-5346 Frances Pohl ................ 798-3658
Michelle Michaelsen ..... 594-8210 Cookie Crandall ............ 798-3299
Daryl Fowler ................. 293-5090 (h); 293-9800 (b)
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2008 Officers

Cheryl Trott - President

Dori Wyatt - 1st Vice President
Frances Pohl - 2nd Vice President
Cookie Crandall - Secretary
Evelyn Miculka - Treasurer

WELCOME NEwW MEMBERS

Mary Lee Berger-Spaulding Rosalie Kelley
George &Jeanette Boecker Ann Kuester
Brenda Cash Yvonne Muska

Mary Coker Shannon Reinhardt

Dale F. Farnsworth

Club Members
Archie Ackerman
Dr. Sandra Bergey
Mary Lee Berger-Spaulding
Aileen Boening
Betty Borchers
Melba Bucek
Brenda Cash

Mary Coker
Cookie Crandall
Tracey Gearson
Doris Hardin

Debbie Hopper
Joy Janak
Vickie Jones

Ann Kuester

Mary Agnes Kuester *
Karen Lewis

Helen Manning

Mary Ann Mertz
Michelle Michaelsen
Evelyn Miculka
JoNell Miears
Yvonne Muska

2008 Members (as of 4/15/08)

Club Members (Cont.)

Frances Pohl
Shannon Reinhardt
Judy Rosentreter
Patricia Schlageter
Dolores Sengelmann
Barbara Sollock
Debora Steinbach
Cheryl Trott

Zubie Walter *
Doris Weiser
Louise Witte

Leta Wright

Dori Wyatt

Associate Members
Fred Ackerman
George Boecker
Jeanette Boecker
Dr. Louis Boening
Otto Borchers

Dr. William Crandall
Lori Devereaux
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Debora Steinbach

Associate Members (Cont.)

Dale Farnsworth
Dale F. Farnsworth
Myrna Loy Feril
Daryl Fowler

Al Janak

Rosalie Kelley
Norman Manning
Donald McLain
Suzanne McLain
Vincent Michaelsen
James Pohl

Ben Rosentreter
Philip Schlageter
Don Sollock

John Trott

Jim Witte

Allan Wyatt

Earl Wyatt

Edward Zamora Jr.

* Denotes Honorary Member
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